FRIENDS REVIEW. 


A Religious, elie and er Journal, 


Oeeeenene 


Vou. XIX. 


ee 


RR RPBPLPLYLO LLL LLL LO 


PHILADELPHIA, 


EDITED BY SAMUEL RHOADS. 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY, 
At No. 109 N. Tenth Street, Philadelphia, 
BY ALICE LEWIS. 


Price, PATABL® IN ADVANCE, Two dollars and Fifty cents per 
annum, or six copies for Twelve dollars. 


Quarterly postage on this paper, to be paid quarterly or yearly 
to advance, 5 cents. 


EXTRACTS FROM LIFE OF WILLIAM FORSTER. 


(Continued from page 787.) 

It was justly remarked by one who watched 
him closely, that wherever he went he left his 
mark. He was a man to make an impression. 
His large and somewhat unwieldy person was 
too conspicuous not to attract atttention, while 
his whole manner evinced a strong desire to 
avoid it. It was curious to observe how he 
shunned notoriety, whilst, at the same time, he 
was pressing into it; how he longed for seclu- 
sion, whilst his sphere of duty was mostly one 
of publicity; laboring unseen where unseen 
labor would answer, but more often, ‘* the 
observed of all observers,” standing as Christ’s 
ambassador before popular assemblies, or in the 
presence of princes, and great men, and rulers 
of the earth. There was about the whole man 
that peculiar expression which habitual commu- 
nion with God imparts to the human counte- 
nance. You saw—you could not but see— 
that he was a man dedicated, set apart for the 
service of God. 

In pursuance of his present mission, he had, 
in company with his faithful fellow-laborers, 
traversed some of the Free States of the 
American Union, and most of the Southern 
Slave States ; and, as has been seen, they had 
obtained interviews with the Governors of each 
in succession.* Their work, as it respected the 


* Not less interesting than noteworthy as it must 
appear to a thoughtful observer, that a small Chris- 
pp ’ 


tian community, like the Society of Friends, should 
feel itself impelled, by a conviction of religious duty, 
to engage in such a movement as the adoption and 
circulation of the Address on Slavery and the Slave 
Trade, and that it should find amongst its members 
men who freely offered themselves to undertake to 
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South, was nearly brought to a conclusion, and 
William Forster felt himself at liberty to enter 
upoa the more exclusively religious part of his 
engagement amongst the little company of 
FrienJs in Tennessee, for whom he had long 
cherished a deep Christian interest. He had 
visited them many years before, during his 
first long sojourn in America in 1820-1825; 
and being pow again brought to associate with 
them, his heart was largely opened towards 
them in the love of Christ. 

On First-day morning, the Ist of the First 
Month, 1854, he and his companions attended 
a meeting in a small building in the woods at 
Hickory Valley. He “‘ preached the gospel to 
those present with much power, dwelling upon 
the value of religious exercise, the continual 
need of watchfulness unto prayer, and exalting 
that grace and truth which come through 
Jesus Christ—truly not of ourselves, but the 
free gift of God, through faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He invited all in much Christian 
feeling, and tenderness, and love, to come and 
partake thereof.” 

His brother, Josiah Forster, remarks respect- 
ing him, under date of First month 2d :— 

“ T often admire the energy and diligence of 
my dear brother. How freqvently he finds the 
way to the hearts of the young men as we pass 


carry out its concera, both in Europe and America, 
it cannot but be cause for thankfulness that in both 
the Old and the New World, and even in the Slave 
States of the American Union, the motive, at least, 
should be so fully appreciated, whilst on many oc- 
casions the importance also of the attempt was not 
less recognized. A pleasing instance of this is 
afforded by the following letter addressed to the 
deputation, by an American statesman whose name 
stands deservedly high in both countries: 
“ Senate Chamber, March 23d, 1854. 

“ GeNTLEMEN,—The time I had the good fortane 
to be with you in Washington seemed very short, 
and I am now filled with regret that we have parted 
not to meet again. Your visit to my country in- 
spires my reverence. It wasa beautiful conception, 
and it has been conducted in a spirit equally beau- 
tiful. 

“ Among the grateful hearts you leave behind, I 
hope you will not forget 

“ Your sincere friend, 
“ CoagLes Sumner.” 
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along, and gives them good counsel, adapted to 
their dangers and temptations, dissuading from 
strong drink, &c. He manages to make him- 
self agreeable to the colored men, the slaves of 
the house, who readily wait upon him at 
taverns ; he learns their history. Le talks to 
the tavern keepers, who are very civil to him, 
trying to prevail with them not to bring up 
their sons to the evils of a drinking-house. A 
young man, after listening to him in some pri- 
vate talk at Nashville at the tavérn, said he 
wished he would talk to another, a very wicked 
lad ; this youth also came in, and listened pa- 
tiently to some counsel. He has found several 
opportunities as we came along to distribute 
copies of the ‘ Lock and Key,’ as well as to 
give away New Testaments.” 

On Second-day morning the 2d, they had an 
appointed meeting at Friendsville, of which 
Josiah Forster says :— 

‘Tt was a large full meeting this morning at 
Friendsville ; I think not less than 120 pre- 
sent; it may be spoken of asa favored time. 
My brother’s ministry was greatly to my satis- 
faction ; and evidently, as 1 thought, under 


divine influence—on the universality of the love 
of God in Christ Jesus, and the offers of salva- 
tion to all, encouraging some, in the belief that 
they had already yielded their hearts to the 
power of true religion; and pleading, in much 


love, and earnestness, and tenderness, with 
others who had neglected their best interests— 
commending true,experimental godliness, dwell- 
ing upon our utter helplessness without divine 
aid, and testifying to that redemption which is 
in Christ.” 

From other reports it appears to have been a 
“very memorable opportunity.” One of his 
audience testifies :— 

“In his vivid description of the life of a dedi- 
cated Christian, it seemed as if: he might have 
been involuntarily drawing a picture of himself 
—first, beautifully setting forth the fruits of 
early dedication, the blest results arising from 
a full surrender of the whole man, body, soul 
and spirit, to the tendering , Sanctifying power 
of divine grace, im the very morning of the day, 
before the heart is seared and hardened by the 
cares of the world or the love of other things— 
tracing the course of such, from one degree of 
religious attainment to another, gradually mel- 
lowing under the bright beams of the Sun of 
righteousness, till, finally, the ripe fruit is 
brought to perfection. In describing the wind- 
ing up of the earthly course uf the perfect man 
in Christ Jesus, and the crown of glory which 
awaited him, it seemed (continues our witness) 
as if he almost opened heaven before us, and a 
little glimpse was given of those blessed reali- 
ties, which eve hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive, but which God hath laid up in store 
for all those who love and serve Him.” 
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When the meeting closed, he walked around 
the graveyard, and spoke of the pleasantness of 
its location, little thinking then, it may be, how 
soon he was himself to be laid there. 

The next day, about nooo, they proceeded on 
their journey towards another settlement of 
Friends, and J. F. continues :— 

“1st mo. 3d.—After reading the tenth chap- 
ter of the Gospel of Luke, my brother ex- 
pressed, with much feeling, words of encourage- 
ment to the elder branches of the family ; 
quoting the words of the prophet—‘ The moun- 
tains shall depart, and the hills be removed ; 
but my kindness shajl not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee 
—and addressing others who were present in a 
feeling of interest for their souls. 

We had a beautiful afternoon for our. ride, 
and were, I think, four hours on the way; 
crossing the ferry over the Holston river. 
After which we walked up to the ferry-bouse, 
kept by Samuel Low. My dear brother and I 
stood in the verandah on our arriving at this 
farm-house, and watched the beautiful sun set 
over the calm, silvery waters of the stream ; ad- 
miring the whole prospect—the wood, the dis- 
tant mountains in the southeast, and the 
cleared fields. We were now in about thirty-six 
degrees of north latitude. We enjoyed our 
quarters-—a warm house, a respectable, serious 
owner, connected with the Cumberland Presby- 
terians.” 

During the night William Forster had some 
symptoms of indisposition. These were not, 
however, of a character either to alarm himself, 
or to excite much uneasiness on the part of 
his kind companions; yet now, after all his 
long and arduous exertions, began the illness 
which terminated his life, and liberated the 
immortal spirit, “ willing rather to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord.” 
The following particulars of the affecting events 
of succeeding days are chiefly taken from the 
memoranda of his brother :— 

1st mo. 4th.— Although my dear brother had 
suffered much pain in the night, soon after 
breakfast we left for Knoxville, about twelve 
miles distant ; but in a very short time he felt 
so much pain in the side, and sickness, that we 
concluded to return and rest for a few hours. 
The illness continued, and we became increas- 
ingly anxious. Our landlord went in pursuit 
of a doctor. The best medical advice of the 
country was obtained ; the pain continued ; but 
there was little ability to take nourishment. 

On Seventh-day, the 7th, my dear brother 
remarked to me that he should have been glad 
to be with his wife and children, adding, ‘ Bat 
to depart and be with Christ is better. I have 
two or three times in my life seemed to be near 
the valley of the shadow of death, but never so 
near as this time.’ In the course of the day. 
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<cistienmnameimaraeiRisidmaanta : 
he said ‘I had thought this morning I could 
have dictated a few lines to the planters of Vir- 
ginia and others of the Southern States, but I 
cannot do it now.’ 

8th—My brother was remarking upon the 
ramifications of the cotton trade in the slave 
States. How millions of the civilized world 
are dependent more or less on the slavery of the 
South, as regards the growth of cotton—the 
trade in it—the shipping es d—the manu- 
facture of it; and then the uses. But how 
very, very, very few lift up their voices against 
it as inhuman and unjust. The employ- 
ment of women under a burning sua to labor 
in the field, when they ought to be attending to 
their families at home, is contrary to the order 
of Divine Providence.” 

About the 10th the dear invalid appeared a 
little revived, and dictated a letter to his beloved 
wife, in whic h he says :— 

“This is a very “solemn chastening; | am 
brought very low, never so low before. My ill- 
ness is attended with personal humiliations 
which are hard to bear. I often suffer a great 
deal both of acute and obtuse pain. I do not 
say much about myself, there is very little to 
say ; but I do not murmur, and now and then 
catch hold of something which comforts, es- 
pecially when I can think of the Saviour as | 
would wish to do.” 


After inserting some warm messages of love 


to his friends, he adds: 

“Of course you will be sure that William 
and Jane should hear all that is to be heard 
about me, if it can be so. Dearest child, I 
know how tender he would have been; but I 
do not know that I could have wished him to 
witness my sufferings and my weakness. There 
may be wisdom in it; and to thee, my dearest ; 
I do not know that thou could’st have borne it. 
It would be hard to thee to see how almost 
totally devoid I am of bodily power. 
tender love to dearest Jane. 

And now, farewell to you all around. The 
Lord bless thee, my dearest, and support and 
give thee quietness and hope for the sake of his 
dear Son, our Saviour. My very dear love to 
my brother Robert, and each of my sisters.” 

The next day J. F. resumes :— 

1st mo. 11th.—In the course of the day, my 
dear brother said to me, “‘ Thanks be unto God 
for his unspeakable mercy,” are words which I 
used to think of as of low attainment; but I 
think differently now. It has never been with 
me to say much of myself. If I may but be 
favored to live the few remaining days to the 
honor of Christ. The grace of our Lord Jesus 


Christ are words which comprehend all I wish 
for.” 


My very 


(To be concluded.) 
— ———. -— 


The Bible is always a new book to those Lest 
acquainted with it. 
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“Old Banner Essay,” No. 11. 
CONGREGATIONAL WORSHIP PRACTICALLY 
CONSIDERED. 


(Continued from page 739.) 


But, even if it be admitted, for the sake of 
argument, that the plan of having prearranged 
discourses in meetings for public worship is not 
out of harmony with the teachings of the New 
Testament, is it an expedient method, and are 
its results satisfactory? What is the effect of 
the prepared sermon, the religious essay or 
speech, delivered at fixed times by a man 
trained to do it neatly, and with effect ? 

We venture to assert, without fear of contra- 
diction, that the tendency of such a system is to 
put a premium upon head-work in place of 
heart-work—upon brilliant parts and mental 
acquirements in place of Divine gifts—upon 
diligent hammering in the study, in place of 
humble reliance upon Christ’s living power. 
Dr. Judson, the celebrated missionary, was one 
amoog many who have felt and mourned over 
this evil. “He used frequently to speak,” 
says his biograpier, “ of the tendency of culti- 
vated people to visit the house of God in search 
of intellectual gratification, rather than for the 
purpose of worship or the promotion of their 
spiritual good; and mentioned it as a most 
dangerous snare. When once asked in private 
how he liked a sermon that had been eliciting 
warm praises from a parlor circle, he answered, 
‘It was very elegant, every word was chosen 
with care and taste, and many of the thoughts 
were exceedingly beautiful. It delighted my 
ears so much that [ quite forgot I had a heart, 
and I am afraid all the other hearers did the 
sam¢.’”’ 

But the evil is not often so promptly detected 
and exposed as in thisinstance. The man who 
said he liked to go to worship, where he could 
hear the truth cleverly put, was a fair specimen 
of a large class who, in their enjoyment of the 
cleverness served up from week to week for their 
gratification and delight, go on their road under 
the vain supposition that they are thus honor- 
ing the truth. How great a delusion this is we 
can only estimate, by considering the difference 
between mental gratification and spiritual rein- 
forcement. No doubt essays and addresses on 
religious truth have their right place and ser- 
vice, and are often very helpful. In the hands 
of a good and capable man they may satisfy a 

want, by giving an intellectual hold upon trath, 
and removing doubts that stand in the way of 
the honest inquirer. But they are not calculated 
to meet the yreat want, the feeding and build- 
ing up of the immortal nature; io a word, 
they are not Gospel preaching. 

Further than this, the plan under disenssion 
has a tendency to relieve the congregation of 
that profitable sense of personal responsibility 
and religious exercise of soul for the edification 
of the body, which should rest upon every 
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member of the Church. The natural and almost 
inevitable impression produced by all this pre- 
arrangement, that the chief duty of the congre- 
gation is to listen to the preacher, is in itself 
enervating and relaxing to the spiritual energies; 
and this feeling is likely to be still further in- 
ereased, by the unscriptural practice of re- 
stricting the office of preacher to one man in 
each congregation, who is, by human appoint- 
ment, the shepherd of the flock. 

That the ‘“‘one-man system” in congrega- 
tional worship is out of harmony with the prac- 
tice of the Primitive Churches, will probably 
not be disputed. The evidence is abundant 
that in those brighter and purer days of Uhris- 
tianity, the weekly assemblies of believers were 
edified by diversities of gifts and varieties of 
instrumentality, each actuated and empowered 
by one and the self same Spirit, who divided to 
every man severally as He willed. There were 
several prophets and teachers at Antioch ; there 
were a number of “ bishops” at Ephesus, who 
were called “to feed the Church of God.” 


Paul and Barnabas are described as appointing 
elders in every church, and Titus was exhorted 
to do the same; and we know that one great 
recommendation for the office of elder, or over- 
seer, or bishop, in the eyes of the great Apostle, 


was that the person should have a gift in the 
ministry, and be qualified to labor in the word 
and doctrine. Further than this, Paul, in 
Writing to the Corinthian Church, expressly 
mentions, with approbation, the fact of two or 
three ministers being engaged in preaching at 
one sitting of the congregation. [1 Cor. xiv. 
29.] These and many other incidental allusions 
in the New Testament, clearly indicate the pre- 
vailing practice in tbe Apostolie Church ; 
which, indeed, was but the natural result of 
the large faith that then abounded, in the 
Living Presence of Christ as Head of the 
Church, freely dispensing His gifts and bounties 
for the good of his people, and tempering all 
together, that there should be no schism in the 
body, but that the members sbould have the 
same care one for another. 

The practical evils resulting to the congre- 
gation from the adoption of the “ one-man 
system,” are, if possible, still more striking. 
Diversities of gifts for the edification of religious 
assemblies being a divine appointment, wisely 
adapted to meet the varying needs of 
our spiritual nature, a breach of this (as of 
all God’s laws), must bring the inevitable 
penalty: and the exalting of one member 
unduly and prominently above the rest, and 
charging him with duties and _responsibili- 
ties that properly belong to many, being such a 
breach, (we have the word of an Apostle for it, ) 
it cannot fail to produce feeble spiritual health, 
lack of energy, and that condition of things 
described as a ‘‘ schism in the body.” However 
pious, and learned, and experienced, and 
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eloquent, the chosen pastor may be, if human 
arrangements prevent other members of the as- 
sembly from standing by his side, and taking 
their appointed share of labor in obedience to 
the Divine call, both the congregation and the 
pastor will suffer. The congregation will suffer 
by being led to lose sight of their responsibilities, 
by having their faith weakened in Christ, the 
great Teacher, and by resting too much on a 
human teacher, who cannot do otherwise, even 
at the best, than set before them the fruits of 
his own limited powers, the same style of 
thought, the same one-sided views, the same way 
of looking at Divine truth, the same personal 
prejudices and preconceptions. And _ the 
preacher will suffer by being thrust into a dan- 
gerous position in which he stands alone, 
elevated on a pedestal above his fellow. believers 
—ex posed, if he be successful,—to the insidious 
attacks of popular applause and flattery ; con- 
stantly stimulated by a variety of motives to be 
clever, and smart, and telling ; hardly open to 
receive instruction or counsel from his brethren, 
(for who shall preach to the preacher?)—in a 
word, surrounded by circumstances little caleu- 
culated to promote humility, faith, reliance 
upoo God, or subjection of self. And instead 
of the end and aim of all ministry being, in the 
words of the Apostle Peter, “ that God in all 
things may be glorified,” it is much to be feared 
that the eloquence and talent of the preacher is 
that which is most exalted. We must further 
add our solemn conviction that the system 
which lies at the root of the matter—the division 
of the professors of religion into clergy and laity, 
—has been productive of enormous evils even 
out of the circle of the Christian Church. The 
mark it bas left upon history will remain a 
permanent dishonor to the Truth, while its in- 
fluence in the present day continues to be a 
stone of stumbling and a rock of offence to the 
ungathered millions who have not yet accepted 
Christ as their King; and who, it would seem, 
are only to be won by the plain truth, the grand 
simplicity, and the vital energy of the Gospel, 
enforced by a watchful self-denying life, passed 
in the midst of temptations similar to their own, 
and urged by the lips of disinterested love, not 
necessarily graced with attractive eloquence, 
but unquestionably anointed by Divine power. 

There is a still further means of edification, 
little known and appreciated in the service of 
modern churches, to which we must briefly 
refer. Beyond and above all gifts of preaching 
and teaching, beyond all instrumental agency 
whatever, is the blessed privilege of meeting 
with Christ, and listening to His voice in the 
secret of the soul. And this may be often pre- 
eminently known and enjoyed in the public 
assembly of worshippers, as they are hushed in 
silent adoration before the majesty, the good- 
ness, the wisdom, and the unutterable love of 
God. When the hearts of the assembly are 
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thus secretly lifted up in prayer to the | Gracious 
Father who hears us, cares for us, and loves us 
inexpressibly, the presence and reality of His 
love will at times be felt to be beyond the power 
of words. The soul, humbled and prostrated 
before God, feeds and is refreshed, and rejoices 
in that marvellous foretaste of immortal life, 
“the fellowship which is with the Father, and 
with His Son, Jesus Christ.” 
And ah! how precious is his love, 
In tenderest touches given 
It whispers of the bliss above, 
And stays the soul on heaven. 
From mind to mind, in streams of joy, 
The holy influence spreads ; 
Tis peace, ’tis praise, without alloy, 
For God that influence sheds. 


To be coneluded.) 


aii 
For Friends’ 

THE CHOICE OF A RELIGIOUS PROFESSION. 

In reflecting upon the importance of this 
subject both to theindividual and to the Society 
to which any one may consider it to be his or 
her duty to unite themselves, we are if 
spiritually minded, brought to the conviction 
that it is only through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit that a right conclusion can be reached. 
But the experience of godly men who have gone 
before is no doubt intended, in the Divine coun- 
sel, to be helpful to the sincere seeker after 
Truth. 

Of such our Saviour said, ‘‘ Ye are the light 
of the world: a city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hid.” 

When this important matter was under the 
consideration of Stephen Grellet, his biographer 
(Beujamia Seebohm) remarks, “ ( hristian pru- 
dence and caution marked his steps.” The 
evidence of this we find in the following record 
of his religious exercises in relation to it: 

“ The ground of my faith, the nature of the 
testimonies [ had already borne publicly, and 
what [ apprehended I was convinced of, were 
closely considered. For I saw that it would 
not do fur me to become a member of that re- 
ligious Society unless [ was established in their 
Christian principles, and was convinced also 
that these principles were consistent with the 
Truth as it is in Jesus. I thought that because 
Friends professed principles similar to those I 
had been led to adopt, through the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, and because I had 
often found among them the flowings of the 
Divine Light and Life, to my great refreshing, 
this was not a sufficient ground for me to con- 
clude to become one of their body. I was 
afraid to take such an important step without a 
clear pointing and evidence that it was my 
duty so to do; 
prayers, watchings and fastings. My religious 
principles and testimonies were again carefully 
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soon, 


50 


considered, and [ also attentively re-examined|the refreshing streams, 


those professed by Friends. 


| 
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It was not till [ was brought to see and feel 
again the foundation upon which they stand, 
even the eternal rock, Christ Jesus, that 1 
could feel satisfied to join them in outward fel- 
lowship. The first rudiments of the Christian 
religion, the fall of man, wy own fallen and sin- 
ful condition, redemption and salvation by Christ 
alone, the true Christian baptism, the supper, 
Divine inspiration, worship, ministry, Xc., were 
again fully brought into view. Atlast, feeling 
with satisfactory clearness that Friends were 
the religious Society the Lord would have me 
to unite with in Christian fellowship, | made 
application to the North Meeting to be received 
by them, which they accepted in the fall of 
1796. 

I had been a little particular in describing 
my exercises and the weight attending me be- 
fore L applied to become a member, as I have 
often felt since that much responsibility attaches 
to us who have joined this Society on the ground 
of convincement: for if we do not come in at 
the right door, that is both of conviction and 
conversion, we cannot profit the people we 
come among, neither can we be much profited 
by them ourselves. No man nor any religious 
body can save any. Salvation cometh from 
God alone. How can any be on the saving 
ground who publicly profess that they are con- 
vinced of the Christian principles and testi- 
monies which our religious Society maintains 

(which [ am most fully persuaded are founded 
oo the blessed Trath as it is in Jesus, according 
to the Holy Scriptures) who do not walk ac- 
cordingly ? It would be better for them never 
to have come to the knowledge of them and of 
God's Truth than, after having been brought 
thus forward, not to keep to them. Consider, 
{ beseech you, my dear brethren and sisters, 
what discouragement such are bringing on 
the young people as well as others. Do they 
not speak by their conduct the language of the 
evil spies? Was it by constraint, or in the pur- 
suit of worldly honors, prefermeuts and glory 
that we joined this people? Some of you must 
unite with me in saying,O no! But it was un- 
der the convictions of Divine Truth, in pursuit 
of the life and peace of our souls, that some of us 
have been made willing to encounter the frowns 
and reproaches not only of the world, but of 
former friends and near relatives, to lose among 
them our reputation and estates, to be reviled aad 
evil spoken of, yea, to suffer the loss of all 
things and to count them all dross, so that we 
might win Christ, whom we saw to be the only 
one worthy of our pursuit and our love. O 
Friends ! in the remembrance of his marvellous 
dealings towards us, in the days of our great 


which [I sought for with many | and uafathomable distress and unutterable ex- 


ercises, how he has led us, sustained us, kept 
our souls alive in famine, brought us to 
been our shepherd 


ito feed us, our bishop to instruct us, and 
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our Saviour to deliver us, can we help feel- 
ing our hearts to be lifted up and our tears of 
gratitude to flow again? Let none of us then 
rest satisfied in an outward profession of those 
testimonies which we have attained through 
mavy conflicts; but let us feel after au estab- 
lishwent in that Truth which is over all, and 
must spread from sea tosea, and from therivers 
to the ends of the eartk. Ah Friends! how 
mournful would it be, if aay of us, after hav- 
ing known the salutary and refreshing influences 
of the blessed Truth to draw nigh to us, from 
the ocean of everlasting love, should outlive 
the day of visitation, and, the tide returning 
back to its centre, be left dry and desolate! 
You all who feel the bedewings of Divine love. 
walk under its influence ; live in the Truth, and 
the Truth will keep you and do all things for 
you. Every terrestrial object shall pass away, 
but the Truth endureth for ever!” 
<intisescisi xen 
JAMAICA.—THOS. HARVEY TO ROBERT ALSOP. 
Monteco Bay, 4th month 9th, 1866. 
My dear Friend,—We were much occupied on 
Seventh-day finishing our letters for the packet ; 
we had, however, a kind call from Adam Thomp- 
son, missionary of the United Presbyterian 
church, with whom we went to see the training 
college they have here. There are fourteen 


youths in it, under the care of an able principal, 
who is also a minister of the United Presby- 


terian church. The course of instruction in- 
cludes Latin and mathematics. Connected 
with this is a public school of a high 
class (for this country,) which contributes to 
sustain the cost of the training institution. 
Besides this they now have a large mission 
school. The church is a neat structure, adapted 
for 300 or 400 persons, and generally, we are 
told, filled on First-day. A. T. much desires 
to open, or re-open, a female training-school ; 
und this object is so important that we shall 
venture to urge it, and offer some assistance, at 
least towards its establishment. 

Yesterday (First-day) the two Baptist con- 
gregations here met together in the larger of 
the two chapels. The two ministers—J. Reid 
and J. E. Henderson—both took part in the 
service; but instead of the usual sermon, W. 
Brewin and myself addressed the large audience 
on the subjects which have in nearly every 
place, when a similar opportunity has presented, 
pressed upon our minds to bring before the 
people, viz., the practical exemplification of re. 
ligion in every-day life, and in all our personal, 
family, and business relations ; parental respon- 
sibility, truth, integrity, purity, &e. W. B. 
has generally taken up the important topic of 
education—drawing some useful illustrations 
from bis observations in India. It felt a little 
formidable to occupy a longer time before so 
large a gathering; but I believe it was an en- 
gagement we could not have peacefully declined. 


REVIEW. 


The subject of public worship has sometimes 
been dwelt upon. both as to its importance and 
true nature. W. Brewin has sometimes read 
an extract from J. Backhouse’s tract on that 
subject. 

In the afternoon we attended the Presby- 
terian place of worship, and had opportunity 
of addressing a full house, about 500 persons. 
This morning we are going, by invitation, to 
breakfast with the Rector of the parish,— 
Morris. 

4:h month 11th.—While at Montego Bay we 
visited both the male and female prisous. It 
is satisfactory that the number of prisoners is 
at present declining—employment being abun- 
dant, and provisions less scaree. Still a large 
proportion of the inmates here are compara- 
tively young persons. We visited also the 
poorhouse, where we found twenty-five, chiefly 
destitute, and cases of chronic disease, com- 
fortably housed. Another class—those requir- 
ing active hospital treatment—are i ceived 
into “The Marine Hospital,” which we were 
told was well managed. In these visits we 
were accompanied by R. Chamberlain, stipen- 
diary magistrate. 

We lett Montego Bay early yesterday morn- 
ing, J. E. Henderson kindly lending us horses, 
aud his son driving us to Irwin Hill—the only 
Moravian station on this side the island. With 
the school here of fifty boys and girls we were 
pleased. ‘There was also an infant school, 
kept by a female teacher in the chapel. There 
is an attendance of several hundreds here on 
First-days at public worship; there are several 
other schools and small stations subsidiary to 
this. The missionary expressed himself much 
gratified and encouraged with our call. He 
said they often spoke of their position as a very 
solitary one, and they felt cheered by such a 
token of Christian sympathy as our visit afforded. 
He spoke of the visit of our dear friend G. 
Kemp and his companions at Cedar Hall, 
Antigua, where he then resided, aud said it had 
left a very good impression. He also men- 
tioned, as has been done in several places, the 
refreshing visit of Isaac Sharp and his com- 
panions to Labrador, Xe. 

There is an air of quiet efficiency about the 
Moravian stations that Las been encouraging 
to witness. We drove a few miles further into 
the interior, and met horses kindly sent down 
from Salter’s Hill by our venerable friend 
Walter Dendy. On these we rode up the bill 
to his station. Here, after a little rest, we met 
a large gathering of his people—600 or 700— 
comfortably clad, and decent-looking. They 
had come from all quarters, and some of them 
on foot and horseback from considerable dis- 
tances to meet their English friends. We 
explained the object of our visit—the interest 
felt in their welfare by large numbers of Chris- 
tian people in England, including those of our 
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own Society; and then added advice on prac- 
tical topics, not forgetting the important sub 
ject of education. 

A large proportion of these people live by 
cultivating their own or rented ground. Several 
sugar estates have been thrown up—those re- 
maining find abundance of labor. The reduc- 
tion of wages, fully one half since the era of 
freedom, sufficiently shows that the supply is in 
excess of the demand. 

W. Dendy has labored hard, and, until lately, 
with much success, in the cause of education. 
At present he is under discouragement. His 
school at Salter’s Hill fell off towards the end 
of last year, owing to want of means, and was 
closed. He hopes soon to re-open it. A very 
good school at Maldon had to be suddenly 
given up, owing to the schoolmaster, a very 
capable teacher, “ falling into sin.” Another 
school-house, at Sudbury, which we called to 
see—spacious and copvenient—is standing 
empty. 

We came on to the station of G. R. Hender- 
son. The school, about twenty-five (much re- 
duced,) was being taught by his wife and 
daughter. There is a large congregation. In 
the evening some of the people sent word they 
should like to come up to meet us; so the 
chapel bell was rung, and in an hour about one 
hundred were collected—many in their working 
dress, having come, we were told, 3 or 4 miles. 
We addressed them with such words of counsel 
and encouragement as offered. 

On Fitth-day, 4th month 12th, we drove to 
Good-will, a large school in connection with the 
Hampden station of the Presbyterian mission. 
We found ninety children in attendance, taught 
by an efficient black teacher. We pursued our 
way in company with G. R. H and his son to 
the village of Hastings, where he has a chapel 
and school. In the latter we found sixty-five 
children, under a black young woman as school- 
mistress. Hastings is a populous and ap- 
parently thriving settlement of small free- 
holders. 

After taking refreshment in a cottage near 
his chapel, we took leave of our friends, and 
drove on tc Falmouth, 12 miles. On the first 
part of the road there is a long and beautiful 
arcade of bamboo, which lined both sides of the 
way, and formed an arch overhead. Falmouth 
is surrounded by a mangrove swamp, and but 
for the constant breeze would be very un- 
healthy. The town itself is well built and 
business like, and the roads in its neighborhood 
the best in the island. We spent part of the 
evening with J. A. Gurney, Wesleyan mission- 
ary; and next day (4th month 13th) visited 
the large day school connected with this mission 
—the average attendance is nearly one hun- 
dred. A smaller church school and this are 
the only educational means, except a few small 
private schools. T. Lea, Baptist missionary, 


who lives a few miles out of town, kindly came 
in to see us, and accompanied us to the persons 
and places we wished to visit. The prison 
was one of the latter—containing about 130 
persons—the numbers happily declining; of- 
fences chiefly larceny; many of the sentences 
being severe for comparatively slight offences. 
We called on the custos of the parish, R. 
Nunes, with whom we had some interesting 
general conversation on the state of the island. 
He has lately purchased several large sugar 
estates near Falmouth, and spoke of labor as 
abundant. We left Falmouth early in the after- 
noon, and drove on to Kettering, the residence of 
Ellis Fray and family. E. F. is son-in-law of 
the late William Knibb—his wife being W. 
K.’s only surviving child. We had hoped to 
have met here the venerable widow of that 
eminent missionary, and were told she had 
looked forward with much pleasure to the 
meeting, but about a fortnight ago her useful 
life peacefully terminated. Her daughter was 
much feeling the bereavement. They have 
six children, whose education is a source of 
anxiety and difficulty. Kettering is finely 
situated on a hill near the coast, with a view 
on clear days of the mountains of Cuba. Near 
it is Duncans, a populous village, where there 
are two important schools. The largest is in 
connection with the Wesleyan mission; the 
other is held in E. Fray’s (Baptist) chapel. 
We had an interview with the master, and ex- 
amined some copy-books, &c., which gave us a 
favorable impression. The school itself (on 
Seventh-day) was not being held. 

At Kettering John Kingston, the Baptist 
missionary at Waldensia, kindly met us. We 
much regretted being obliged to pass by his 
station. He has two congregations, and one 
large school. Since the improvement in seasons 
things have much improved with bim, the at- 
tendance both of school and chapel having 
increased, though at the time of greatest de- 
pression he and his people appear to have suf- 
fered less, or to have borne their sufferings 
better, than at various other stations. 


(To be concluded.) 
a 


THE CROOKED STICK. 


Did you ever hear of old James Therral and 
his crooked stick? I will tell you about him. 
James Therral an old carpenter in Salisbury 
Plain, said to a young Christian who complained 
that she was unworthy to serve the Lord, “I 
usAl to think as you do, but the Lord taught 
me otherwise by a crooked stick. One day my 
son went to a sale of timber, and in the lot he 
bought was a piece so twisted and bent, that I 
said, sharply, ‘It will be of no use.’ ‘ Waita 
bit—don’t fret ; let us keep a look-out, father,’ 
said the lad, ‘there is a place somewhere for 
it.’ And so it proved, for soon after I was 
building a house; there was a corner to turn 
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in it, and not astick in the yard would fit. I 
thought of the crooked one. Jt seemed as if 
the tree had grown aside for the purpose. 
‘Then,’ said I, ‘there’s a place for the crooked 
stick after all; then there’s a place for poor 
James Therral! Dear Lord, show him the 
place into which he may fit in the building of 
Thy heavenly temple.’ That very day I learned 
that, poor and unlettered as I was, there was 
a work for me. And so there is a work for you 
to do, and nobody else can do it.” 


FRIENDS’ 
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PHILADELPHIA, EIGHTH MONTH 18, 1866. 


Frrenps’ First-pay ScHoots 1n Norru 
CaroLina.—The account of Friends’ First-day 
schools in North Carolina, furnished by our 
friend, Joseph Moore, and inserted in our pres- 
ent number, will, we believe, be read with lively 
interest, especially by Friends in England and 
elsewhere who have kindly contributed toward 
the relief of our Southern brethren. 

First-day schools, for Scriptural instruction, 
are now established in this country under the 


sanction and care of all the Yearly Meetings 


except Philadelphia; and several are held 
within our limits by individual members. In 
England and Ireland, Friends are zealously en- 
gaged in establishing and maintaining these 
schools. Few of our readers are probably 
aware of the fact that notwithstanding, or, per- 
haps it would be more correct to say, consequent 
on this general approval elsewhere of Scriptural 
instruction in First-day schools, a weekly paper 
in this city, claiming to be the exponent of the 
doctrines and principles of the Society of 
Friends, persists in opposing this mode of im- 
parting Scriptural knowledge and religious in- 
struction among Friends. An anonymous writer 
in the last number of that paper, after ac- 
knowledging the good effects of “ teaching 
catechisms of faith and passages of Holy Scrip- 
ture” to the “neglected poor,’ states that 
“there are now few religious societies into 
which this First-day school system of Bigle 
teaching is not incorporated.” He then puts 
the question, “Shall it be adopted in our So- 
ciety ?” and in the face of the fact that it has 
been adopted throughout our religious Society, 
with the exception of the ruling party in Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting, makes these dogmatic 
assertions :— 
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“¢ Tt does not suit the genius of our institutions. 
We depend upon altogether different aids, upon 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, never withheld from 
the sincere and seeking soul—upon the gradual 
growth as froma seed of the religious life— 
upon knowledge, the fruit of obedience—upon 
Christian faith growing out of experience ; all 
which can never result from the learning of 


catechisms and the repeating of Scripture by 
rote.”’ 


If the position thus taken be correct, the 
Society has been acting under a delusion from 
its earliest days, for nothing has been more 
constantly and earnestly insisted upon, than the 
importance of giving our children religious in- 
struction and a knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. A few extracts from advices issued at 
different periods will prove this, and clearly 
show that the First-day school system of Serip- 
tural instruction is in perfect accordance with 


the principles always held by our religious 
Society :— 


‘“ We recommend it as an incumbent duty 
on Friends, to cause their children to be fre- 
quent in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
instructing them in the fear and dread of the 
Lord, planting upon their spirits impression 
of reverence toward God,” Xe. 

‘Let the Holy Scriptures be early taught 
our youth, and diligently searched and serious- 
ly read by Friends, with due regard to the Holy 
Spirit from whence they came, and by which 
they are truly opened.” 

* And, dear friends, inasmuch as the Holy 
Scriptures are the means of conveying and pre- 
serving to us, an account of the things most 
surely to be believed concerning the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, and the 
fulfilling of the prophecies relating thereto ; 
we therefore recommend to all F riends, especially 
elders in the church and masters of families, 
that they would, both by example and advice, 
impress on the minds of the younger, a rever- 
ent esteem of those sacred writings, and advise 
them to a frequent reading and meditating 
thereon ;” Xe. 

“ And, dear friends, we tenderly and earnest- 
ly advise and exhort all parents and masters of 
families, that they exert themselves in the wis- 
dom of God, and in the strength of his love, to 
instruct their children and families in the doc- 
trines and precepts of the Christian religion 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, 
and to educate their children in the belief of 
those important truths, as wellas in the belief of 
the inward manifestation and operation of the 
Spirit of God on their own minds, that they 
may reap the benefit and advantage thereof,” 
Xe. 


“The more we rightly know and comprehend 
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the truths of the Bible, the more we shall find 
that they contribute, uoder the power of the 
Holy Spirit, by their practical application to 
oar moral and religious conduct, to lead us for 
ward in the way of life and salvation.” 

‘‘We earnestly and tenderly advise that 
mothers of children, as well as fathers, as they 
have frequently the best opportunities, would 
take particular care to instruct them in the 
knowledge of religion and the Holy Scriptures ; 
because it has been found by experience, that 
good impressions, early made on the tender 
minds of children, have proved lasting means 
of preserving them in a religious life and con- 
versation.”’ 

‘* Parents, a3 they watch the opening capa- 
cities of their beloved offspring, may instil into 
them, during their very early years, the first 
principles of religion. It is their indispensable 
duty to seek opportunities for this purpose ; 
that they may impress upon their children the 
fear and the love of God; and point their early 
affections to the blessed Jesus, who laid down 
his life for them, and who has, in a pecutiar 
manner, called them unto himself,— Suffer lit- 
tle children to come unto me, and forbid them 
not.’ A highly important means for promoting 
these objects, is instruction in the Holy Serip- 
tures. No tudy is more intere sting to children 
when it is judicionsly present d to their attention. 
It is a pleasant and most useful employment to 
store their tender minds with a knowledge of 
those sacred histories which so be autifully display 
the wisdum and love of God ; to make them uc 
quainted with the types and prophecies which 
repre sented bef re hand the coming and charac- 
ter of Christ; and to point out to them those 
essential truths which were Sully brought to light 
by the gospe gq?” 

“The importance of endeavoring to train up 
children in the right way of the Lord is so 
great that it is no cause for surprise that the 
minds of faithful brethren are, from year to 
year, as has been this case at the present time, 
exercised on the subject in this meeting. ‘ 
Such parents will often watch for favorable 
opportunities to imbue the susceptible minds of 
their youthful charge with the true filial fear 
and love of the Almighty ; to turn their atten- 
tion to ‘ the Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world;’ and te instruct them in the 
precious truths of Holy Scripture.” 

“ Weare religiously concerned that our young 
people of every class, whilst they are receiving 
that education which will fit them fur usefulnes- 
in after life, may continue to be trained up in 
the knowledge and love of the Holy Scriptures ; 
and that they may, in humility and the fear of 
the Lord, examine for themselves the external 
evidences of the Christian religion.” 

iosccnliiboes 

Diep, on the 23d of Seventh month, 1866, Merinpa 
Gavse, daughter of Jesse and Ann Gause; a mem- 
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ber of Cottonwood Monthly Meeting. She bore @ 
short illness with patience, and passed quietly away, 
in the 16th year of ber age. 

Dizp, on the 26th of Sixth month, 1866. in Fair- 
baven, Mass., Sin:s Browye.t, aged 61 years, 11 


months and 19 days; a member of New Bedford 
Monthly Meeting 





, on the 25th of Seventh month, 1866, afer a 
short illness, Rosert, son of Dr. Stephen Wood, 
aged 23 years; a member of New York Monthly 
Meeting. His friends have the comforting evidence 
that, through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, he 
experienced heartfelt repentance, and was permitted 
to feel that his sins were forgiven 

——, on the 25th of Twelfth month, 1865, near 
Pleasantview Meeting, Iowa, Lypia P. Ecuis, wife of 
J yseph M. Ellis, aged 29 years 3 months and 3 days. 
She bore a painful and protracted illness with Cbris- 
tian resignation. She said tbat she saw nothing ia 
her way; that all was joy and peace. She quietly 
departed, leaving the consoling evidence that our 
loss is her eternal gain. 

——, on the 9th of Fifth month, 1866, in Queens- 

bury, N. Y., Ina Lorp; a much esteemed member of 
Queensbury Monthly Meeting. During a protracted 
illness, he uttered many weighty expressions, evinc- 
ing to those around him that he had “fonght the 
good fight,” and “kept the faith,” and we doubt not 
his purified spirit is enjoying one of those bright 
“mansions prepared by the Redeemer, singing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb.’ 
-, on the 28th of (hird month, 1864. Asenata 
Spencer, daughter of Isanc and Mary Spencer, aged 
58 years and 4 days; a member of Marlboro Monthly 
Meeting, Randolph Co., N.C. 

——, oo the 2d of Second month, 1864, WiiLiam 
J. Spencer, aged 4 years, 2 months and 12 days. On 
the 29th of Third mo., 1864, James Nereus Spencer, 
aged 6 years, 6 months and 4 days. On the 26th of 
Fourth month, 1864, Lypia L. Spencer, aged 1 year, 
3 months and 5 days. Cuildren of Cyrus aad Abi- 
gail Spencer. 

, on the 4th of Fifth month, 1864, Mary Caro- 
LINE, aged 5 years, 11 mon'hs and |1 days. On the 
12th of Fifth month, 1864, Isaac M., aged 2 years, 10 
months and 4 days. On the 14th of Sixth month, 
1864, ALBERT Sipvey, aged 1 year, 4 months and 19 
days. Coildren of Lemuel and Miry Ann Spencer. 

——, at Boston, on the 22d of Fifth month, 1866, 
Ruta Aumy Cons; for many years a member of 
Baltimore Monthly Meeting. This dear Friend was 
called upon at various periods of her life to pass 
through many trials. Her sympathetic and loving 
nature suffered much, but she was enabled to lean 
upon the all-powerful arm of her Siviour, whom 
she had long loved and sought to serve, Though 
often visited by affliction and much confined by 
sickness, she found frequent opportunity for unob- 
trusive labor for her Master. Afier her removal to 
Boston, more than a year before her death, she sel- 
dom enjoyed the comfort of attending meeting; bat 
her well-read Bible, marked from end to end, and 
her books of devotional poetry, remain as evidences 
of her hours of quiet retirement. One of the verses 
marked may be not improperly quoted here: 








“ T may not to thy courts repair, 
Sut here thou surely art; 
Lord! consecrate a house of prayer 
In my surrendered heart.” 

She was strongly attached to and faithfully main- 
taioed her principles as a Friend, and highly prized 
her privileges of membership. Her last illness was 
short, but the summons to meet her Lord fonnd her, 


| we reverently believe, prepared, through the atoning 
‘ blood, to enter into his joy. 
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NEW GARDEN BOARDING SCHOOL, N. CAROLINA. 

The next term of this School will begin on the 
29th of Eighth month, (August) and continue forty- 
three weeks, with an intermission from the 24th of 
Tenth month to the 12th of Eleventh month—( Yearly 
Meeting ). 

Instructions will be given Reading, Writing, 
Spelling, Arithmetic, English Grammar, Natural 
Philosophy, Chemistry, Physiology, Algebra, Geom- 
etry, &c., and in Latin and Greek. 

A Scripture lesson is assigned for each First-day 
of the week, and a portion of the Bible is daily read 
in the School, Care will be taken to preserve and 
improve the morals of the pupils ; but any ove, after 
due admonition, persisting in the use of profane lan- 
guage, or in other immoral conduct, will be dis- 
missed. 

Board and Tuition for half term of twenty weeks, 
SIXTY-FIVE DOLLARS, specie or equivalent Extra 
charge of Five potuars for Latin or Greek. Pupils 
should be present at the beginning of the Session, 
end the rule of quarterly payments in advance must 
be observed. 

Books and Stationery furnisbed on reasonable terms 
for casb. 

The School and Lodging Room have recen:ly been 
refitted, and the bedding thoroughly renovated. We 
also have anew and good supply of Philosophical 
and Chemical Apparatus, Charts, &c, 

The Boys’ School will be in charge of Nerevs 


in 


MeNDENHALL, and the Girts’ School in charge of 
Mary E. Harris. 

JonaiHan E. Cox and wife, Erizanern, 
Eighth month, 1866. 


Superintendents. 
— oe 


FRIENDS’ SELECT SCHOOLS. 

These schools, under the care of the four Monthly 
Meetings of Philadelphia, will be opened after the 
Summer vacation on the first Second-day in Ninth 
month next. 

That for Boys is conducted in a large and com- 
modious building on Cherry St. between Eighth and 
Ninth Sts., and will be under the charge of Jesse S. 
Cheyney as Principal. 

The Girls’ schoul, of which Margaret Lightfoot is 
Principal, is located in a pleasant and convenient 
building on Seventh St. hetween Cherry and Race 
Sts., which was erected expressly for its accommo- 
dation. 

There are also Primary schools in the rooms at- 
tached to Friends’ mecting-bouses in the Northern 
and Western Districts, in which provision is made 
for the instruction of young cbildren of both sexes. 
The principal schools are designed to afford the ad- 
vantages of a liberal and thorough education, em- 
bracing a large variety of the more useful branches 
of stuoy, and in the primary schools the pupils are 
well grounded in those of a more elementary char- 
acter. 

The attention of Friends residing in this city and 
its neighborhvod is respectfully invited to these 
schools in the belief that they are well worthy of 
their patronage. It is desirable that apflication for 
the admission of pupils should be made early in the 
session 

8th mo. 11—2t. 

a 
WANTED, 
A Teacher of the Classics, for a few pupils, an hour 
a day, three or four days in the week. Address 
YarpLey WaRNER, 
Germantown, Phila, 


~<a 
A young woman, member of the Society of Friends, 
wishes a situation as Teacher. Apply at the office 
of Friends’ Review. 
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A Stated Meeting of the Women's Aid Association 
will be held at No. 112 N. Seventh Street, on 
Seventh-day, the 18th inst., at 5 P. M. 

Sanau Lewis, Secretary. 
niicteilaiten 

The Women’s Aid Association wish to obtain the 
services of a Friend as Matron at the Orphan House 
in Burlington, N. J. Salary $20 per month. 

Application may be made to 

Hannan E. Kaicun, 150 N. Fifth street, or 
Marraa Ricsarpson, 124 N. Tenth street. 
‘ paliiiienns 

“ Frrenps’ Boox, Stationery, AND First-Day 
Scuoot Storg” has just received a full assortment 
of “ Ashworth Tracts,” complete set, mailed, 50 cts. 
Also, small books on great themes; as, Waylanud’s 
“How to be Saved ;” “Ball Room Window ;” “P. 
Sharkey, the Converted Blacksmith,” &c. &c. ; 15 va- 
rieties of these, mailed, 50 cts. Valuable Books for 
First-Day Schools: Newton’s * Jewish Tabernacle ;” 
“The Book and its Story ;” “ Rills from the Fountain 
of Lif: ;’’ “ Mothers of the Bible,” &c. &c. Children’s 
books in packages, 30 cts. Pens, Pencils, Pencil 
Sbarjeners. Stationery io general. 

8th mo. 10. 

~<— 
For Friends’ Review. 


FRIENDS’ FIRST-DAY SCHOOLS IN NORTH 
CAROLINA 

Believing that many of the readers of the 
Review will be interested in knowing what 
Friends in North Carolina are doing for the 
right education of their children, and having 
had some opportuvity of observing the progress 
of First day schools, 1 think some allusion 
thereto may be welcome. 

The contributions of Bibles and Question 
books by the Baltimore Association, and by 
Friends in Philadelphia and Indiana, have very 
materially aided these schools, which number 
about twenty-four. Many of them are well at- 
tended and well conducted, the young people 
in general manifesting alively interest. Many 
more children are in these schools than attended 
them any year previously ; still there are many 
who do not attend, mostly from the fact that in 
many of the meetings the families are too widely 
scattered for all to meet at one place. The 
greatest deficiency in some of these schools at 
present is found in the want of qualified teach- 
ers, but we hope that as the Monthly Meeting 
schools improve they will do much to supply 
this deficiency. The school at Springfield, of 
which | propose to speak particularly, is under 
the superintendence of Allen U. Tomlinson, 
with seventeen teachers. It numbers 214 
scholars, and is the largest in the limits of the 
Yearly Meeting. A First-day school has been 
held at this place for about forty years, and the 
good effects are apparent both within and with- 
out the limits of our religious Society. Last 
Seventh-day, in accordance with the custom for 
several years past, they held their annual pub- 
lic examination, after which all took dinner in 
the grove near the meeting house. The normal 
school, now in session there, and the whuie 
neighborhood, were invited to attend; and 
about 800 people were present. Governor 
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Worth came up from Raleigh on purpose to at- 
tend, and other persons of note, not members 
of our Society, were present. The examinations 
of classes, and the recitations of lessons com- 
mitted to memory, were truly creditable, and an 
eager interest was manifested by the audience. 
The dinner for the occasion was obtained by 
the school children and their parents bringing 
provisions for themselves and neighbors; and 
when the apples, melons and the more substan- 
tial contents of the baskets were arranged on a 
table over 100 feet long, the scene presented 
was as much the opposite of the picture of 
starvation as anything we could well imagine. 

Everything was in beautiful order. The 
silence observed by that large company pre- 
vious to partaking of the things before us, 
seemed unusually impressive. In the afternoon 
we listened for nearly an bour and a half toa 
lecture by R. P. Dick, of Greensboro’, on the 
early history of the Christian Church. The 
lecturer made a prominent allusion to the prae 
tice of the early Christians in refusing to ber? 
arms, and paid a ‘touching tribute to the te stimony 
which Friends bear in reference to war. The dis- 
course was characterized throughout by clear- 
ness and fitness to the occasion. 

Gov. Worth followed in a brief address, ip 
which be spoke feelingly of the interest he had 
taken in the exercises, and of the gratification 
it bad been to him, that while education was so 
generally neglected in the State, partly on aec- 

count of the desolating effects of war, Friends 
were alive to the subject, and taking the lead 
in Normal and Sabbath schools. He expressed 
a hope that in the midst of the hostile feeling 
which prevailed to such a sorrowful extent be- 
tween the two sections of the country, the 
efforts which Northern Friends were making 
for the good of the people here might do much 
to restore that harmony of feeling and action 
which we so greatly desire to see more preva- 
lent. He alluded toa visit to this place on a 
like oceasion two years ago, saying, “ Tt was the 
only green spot | saw for four years.’ 

On the whole it appeared to bea P leasant and 
a profitable day in an intellectual, social and re- 
ligious point of view, where all ages and profes- 
sions mingled cheerfully and peacefully to- 
gether, and I could but believe that the tendency 
was to give Friends a good influence on the sur- 
rounding community. J. M. 

SPRINGFIELD, N. C., 8th mo. 7th, 18 
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Let there be a conscious dependence upon 
the Holy Spirit for light and ieee [t is 
his special mission to reveal Christ unto us. 
Be not afraid to follow the Spirit. He sheds 
light upon the reason. He does not impel his 
followers by blind impulses which bid defiance 
to common sense, but sweetly assures the heart, 
illumines the path, and shows it to be of God. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF NEW 


ENGLAND YEARLY MEETING. 
(Coneluded from page 796.) 


We have received from our dear brethren of 
Ohio Yearly Meeting an invitation to appoint a 
Committee to unite with Committees of other 
Yearly Meetings in conference at Baltimore, to 
deliberate upon the subject of adopting such 
measures as may be promotive of Peace among 
pDations. 

This interesting proposition claimed the solid 
consideration of this meeting; and the impor- 
tance of bearing, in the most efficient manner, 
our Christian testimony against War, especially 
at the present day, when a warlike spirit seems 
grievously to prevail, was solemnly felt, and we 
appoint our friends Samuel Boyce, William C. 
Taber, Gilbert Congdon, John Paige and Joseph 
Cartland, to meet with such friends of other 
Yearly Meetings as may convene at Baltimore, 
in the 10th month next, to consider of the best 
means to promote the cause of Peace, and to 
manifest to the world that our testimony against 
all War is founded on the clear teachings of the 
Gospel ; and in adopting any measures to render 
this testimony most effective for good, we believe 
it safest that this religious Society should move 
as a distinct body, not entering into any alli- 
ances that can in any way obstruct us in the 
practical observance of our vital faith, that in 
all our religious labors we are to seek immediate 
direction and qualification from Him whose 
cause we are engaged to promote. 

The Committee on Education presented the 
subjoined Report, which is satisfactory and in- 
teresting to us, and the Friends now under ap- 
pointment, (with the substitution of the name 
of Abraham J. Huntington for that of Robert 
L. Brown, in Seabrook Monthly Meeting, ) are 
continued, to give their attention to the concern 
of this meeting in relation to the religious and 
literary education of our youth. We desire 
their encouragement in their labors, and trust a 
blessing may rest upon them. Much tender 
svlicitude was evinced that the establishment of 
First-day schools may be industriously promoted, 
and that they may be so conducted as to prove 
instrumental in advancing the best interests of 
our precious children. We believe it right to 
record upon our minutes that, while this im- 
portant and interesting subject cluimed the at- 
teution of this meeting, we were tendered and 
baptized together; and may the remembrance 
of the great mercy of the Lord now witnessed 
remain abidingly upon our minds, 

“To THE YEARLY MEETING: 

The Committee on the subject of Education 
Report—That we believe the Friends constitu- 
ting this Committee have endeavored to labor, 
in their several Monthly Meetings, fur the pro- 
motion of the object for which they were ap- 
pointed. And although the reports may not 
show much improvement, in comparing one year 
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with another, yet it is evident that, in the ag- 
gregate, much has been accomplished during 
the twenty years which have tran-pired since 
this subject claimed the attention of the Yearly 
Meeting. We are convinced, however, there is 
still great necessity for earnest, united, prayerful 
labor, not only on the part of Committees, but 
for all the members of our Society, to endeavor 
to promote, by every laudable means, the 
guarded, religious and literary education of our 
dear youth and children , 

The Report shows the number of Friends’ 
children in the Yearly Meeting between the 
ages of 5 and 21 years, to be 986—about one- 
fourth of whom have attended schools taught 
by Friends, or under their coutrol. 

The number of First day schools 
under the care of Friends, 
Average length of time these 

schools are Rept; ...... . ......00003 . 8 months. 
The number of schclars attendivg 

these schools, 

The number of Friends 
the same, 

The number of teachers engaged 
in them, 

The number of Bible ¢ ‘lasses, eeeecees 

The number attending Bible 


‘1 
Classes, 


attending 


The number of Friends attending 
Bible Class, 

The number of Friends belong- 
ing tothe Yearly Meeting on 
- ist of Sth mouth, 1866, 


.4,674 

Tne Committee on the concern of this Meet- 
ing for the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy In- 
dians, bn sented the following Report, which is 
acceptable and interesting to this Meeting, 
evidencing that the Indians appreciate the in- 
terest of Friends in their behalf. The same 
Friends are continued under appointment, (with 
the exception of our dear friend, James Van 
Blarcom, deceased,) to render them such coun 


sel and attention as way may open for. 


“To Tae YEARLY MEETING: 

The Committee to whom was intrusted the 
interesting concern of the Meeting in relation 
to the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy Indians, 
report, that we have given some attention to 
the objects of our appointment. 

The Penobscots are located on several natu- 
rally fertile islands in the Penobscot River, and 
by a census taken in the 4th month, 1865, are 
found to have a population of five hundred. 

The Government of Maine expended for the 
benefit of this Tribe, in the year ending 12th 


mouth Ist, 1865, ($7481.26) seven thousand 


four hundred end eighty-one dollars and twenty- 


six cents. 
The Legislature, at its last session, appropri. 


avs BW. 


to erect a owed ‘ones on Oldtown Island, the 
lumber for which is already upon the spot. It 
is intended to have the building in readiness for 
the next fall term. 

Schools have been taught on Oldtown, Olamon 
and Mattanawcook Islands by female teachers, 
with good success. The desire to improve the 
advantages of school education appears to be 
increasing and more general among the Indians. 

Their mode of farming is of a low type, and 
calculated eventually to exhaust the soil, and, if 
persisted in, to render the labor expended upon 
it less remunerative than at present. With 
very few exceptions, they keep no stock of any 
kind, and the products of their farms are sold 
to their white neighbors, and no equivalent re- 
turns made to the soil from whence they were 
derived. 

Two of our number have visited these objects 
of our Christian care during the past year, and 
were present at two ‘ good talks’ with the lead- 
ers of the parties into which the Tribe is politi- 
cally and almost equally divided, when ample 
opportunity was offered to learn the views of 
some of their most intelligent wen in reference 
to the present and prospective condition of the 
Tribe, and to speak to them words of encour- 
ayement, to endeavor to maintain kindly feelings 
auong themselves; and they were also assured 
that their friends, the Quakers, continue to feel 
a lively interest in their brothers, the red men 
of this country. 

The Passamaquoddies have not been visited, 
aud we are not at present informed of their con- 
dition. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

Ext Jones, 

STEPHEN JONES, 

Henry T. Woop. 
Newport, 6th month 13th, 1866.” 


The Committee appointed last year to collect 
subscriptions to aid our dear friends in distress 
in some parts of North Carolina Yearly Meet- 
ing, made the following report, which is satis- 
factory, viz: 


“To THe YEARLY MEETING: 


The Committee appointed last year to collect 
contributions from our members to aid Friends 
in North Carolina, report, that they have re- 
ceived $1433.45, which amount has been paid 
to Charles R. Tucker, Treasurer, and by him 
the said sum has been remitted to Francis T. 
King, as appears by his account, which has been 
examined and found correct. 

We have been inf rmed that a short time pre- 
vious to our appointment, about $700 was col- 
lected and prowptly forwarded for the relief of 
those dear friends, from two of our Quarterly 
Meetings. With this we submit a letter re- 


ated one thousand dollars to aid them in their] ceived from a friend, giving much information in 
agricultural pursuits , also, four hundred dollars! relation to our dear friends in North Carolina 
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and Tennessee—and of what is being accom- 


plished in their behalf. 


Signed on behalf of the Committee by Joseph 
H. Atwater, Abner Potter, Jr., Levi Jones, 


Caleb M. Paine. 
Newport, 6th month 13th, 1866.” 


The Committee on Co rrespondence presented 


Essays of Epistles to our dear brethren of Lon- 


don, Ireland, New York, Baltimore, North Car- 
olina, Ohio, Indians, Western and Iowa Year- 
ly Meetings, which, being satisfactory, the Clerk 
is directed to sign them on our behalf, and for- 


ward them to those Meetings respectively. 


At this sitting of the Meeting, an acceptable 
Epistle from our dear brethren of London Year- 


ly Meeting, held the present year, was received, 


which the Clerk is requested to ac -knowledge in 


a postscript to our Epistle now issued to them. 


The important subjects claiming the attention 
of this Meeting, have now been disposed of in 
We are engaged gratefully 
to return our thanks to our Heavenly Father, in 
that He has been pleased to remember us during 
the whole course of this Yearly Meeting. We 
feel that it has been good for us to be here; 
and we now separate in close brotherly love, 
proposing to meet again at this place, at the 


harmony and love. 


usual time, next year, if the Lord permit. 
SAMUEL Boyp Tosey, Clerk. 
From the Freedmen’s Bulletin. 

ONE YEAR’S WORK AT PADUCAH, KENTUCKY. 

On June 5th, 1865, I became a teacher 
among the Freedmen, knowing little of the re- 
sponsibility, trials and enj»yments before me. 
The only school building then to be obtained 
was an old dilapidated tobacco factory, destitute 
of every comfort save ventilation, which was 
quite sufficient. My pupils were mostly in the 
Primer, (school having opened the March pre- 
vious,) and utterly ignorant—with few excep 
tions—of any true idea of morals, manners and 
cleanliness. Freedom, they had but a faint idea 
of, and regarded it with nothing of its true, 
higher meaning. 

I looked upon these dark, dirty, ignorant men 
and women, boys and girls—but a short time 
since abject slaves, and still the slaves of igno- 
rance—with strange and peculiar feelings. I 
had not had exalted ideas of the African race, 
though I had always regarded slavery as the 
one great blot on our National escutcheon, and 
would gladly have done anything in my power 
to break the fetters and set the enthralled free 
—to make them all they were capable of being. 
Here was an opportunity before me, not only to 
judge fairly for myself of their capabilities, but 
to guide these harshly-treated, despised outcasts, 
as it were, not only in the ways of worldly 
wisdom, but in the way of truth and holiness. 
A few days among them showed me what power 
I could wield over their opening minds—far 
more ready to grasp good than I had imagined. 




















My heart melted at the greatness and re- 
sponsibility of this lowly vocation, and [ said to 
myself, am I sufficient for this work? I felt it 
could only be through grace and strength de- 
rived from our All. loving Father, and only 
through His grace do I believe the great good 
here done by the teachers has been achieved. 

Since the first opening of Freedmen’s schools 
in Paducah, March 19th, 1865, there have 
been seven teachers ; for a short tine five were 
teaching; but sickness, and other circumstan- 
ces, called one after another home, and the great 
difficulty in obtaining buildings, as the cold 
season came on, compelled us to unite the 
schools. For the past eight months, it has 
been mainly conducted by two teachers, and has 
averaged over one hundred papils. Of this 
number there is a large class of boys who have 
been almost constant attendants, and whose ad- 
vancement I have watched with both pride and 
pleasure. In them I see elements of noble men. 
They grasp what is held before them with a 
ready eagerness, and display an ambition truly 
commendable and encouraging. From the 
alphabet, they have advanced in a little more 
than one short year, to read both correctly and 
understandingly—have considerable knowledge 
of Geography, Arithmetic, Orthography and 
Writing with much general information. 

In imagination accompany me to the school- 
room at the expiration of our first year, and let 
me point out to you in whom I fee! most special 
interest. This large class of over thirty, now 
before you, are in the Third Reader—the 
are also studying Arithmetic, Geography, Or- 
thography,S spellingand Writing. Question them 
of sounds, pauses, meaning of ‘words, numbers, 
what they have read and learned, and they will 
not be silent. 

This other large class—in McGuffey’s Fourth 
—one year ago were spelling out little words in 
the Primer. Now many of them are able to 
enter the Fifth Reader. Question them of their 
Country, Climate, Soils, Productions, A'mo- 
sphere, Attraction, ete., etc. Question them of 
Geometrical figures of Arithmetic—question 
them in any way you choose, to call out their 
general knowledge. I am sure they will readily 
and correctly answer you, 

That little boy with such bright black eyes 
and eager face is just entering his seventh year. 
He is now just finishing a Primary Geography 
and Arithmetic. His memory is really wonder- 
ful. Ask him of Christ’s teachings—to repeat 
the Commandments, and tell you some Bible 
stories. He wil! please you I am sure. 

Look at that fine, noble face near the head 
of the class—note the air with which he moves 
—observe his voice, and watch his sparkling 
eyes as his little hand is raised to show tiat he 
knows when a question is asked. He can 
scarcely wait to tell, but obediently trices. He 
is ten years old—a remarkably promising boy. 
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There is manliness and mind—right noble 
principles—ke will make a man for the world 
to be proud of. Not altogether from his rapid 
advancement do I judge this—though he has 
for some months been pursuing both Second 
Intellectual and Practical Arithmetic, Geogra- 
phy, Third Part, and writes a neat, pretty 
hand, and all learned in a little over a year— 
but there are certain noble qualities and mind, 
that mark him as one among a thousand. 

So I might lead you on, pointing out many 
of interest, from that delicate, fair-haired, blue- 
eyed boy, to yonder jetty-black child fresh 
from the cotton field, and to whom the school- 
room is a new but strangely-pleasing place, 
but I will detain you only to listen as they 
“join their glad voices in one hymn of praise, 
to God who has kept them, and lengthened their 
days.” 

But there is one point of advancement you 
cannot altogether realize from appearance in 
school. You cannot see the advancement in 
true principle, because you cannot see—neither 
can I tell you the difficulties we have met in 
this; and only the constant observer can fully 
understand how the little truthful one before us 
is transformed from the truthless child of a 
year ago. The utter lack of principle eogen- 


dered by slavery is the very hardest thing we 


had to contend with. With no incentive to 
truth and honesty, wherefore should they be 
honest and true? And what is of so long growth 
it seems at times almost an impossibility to eradi- 
cate. Only steady, patient, persevering effort 
is to effect it. 

In this timely missionary work of teaching 
the Freedmen, there is an indescribable pleasure. 
I have felt it from almost the first day of enter- 
ing school, and often wished I could give 
others an idea of it. It is a certain something 
that constantly cheers and supports one. Very 
seldom I have entered the school-room, though 
perhaps feeling much depressed and discour- 
eged, but the happy greetings and glad faces of 
my scholars chased the gloom away—that 
nameless feeling would come over me, and be- 
fore 1 was aware, I would find myself all ab- 
sorbed in my work. What itis 1 cannot tell 
—but for it, the Freedmen’s teacher would 
have many a gloomy hour, of which he is thus 
spared. 

The number of scholars taught since the 
opening of colored schools in Paducah, is about 
seven hundred—abhout two hundred adults, and 
five hundred children. Who can tell the good 
that may be accomplished through the instruc- 
tion given to these seven hundred persons? 
We who have been among them can see much, 
but O, L trust much, very much more than is 
visible to us, may be the good that springs up 
from the seed in weakness sown, and that it may 
indeed bear abundant fruit. By the past year’s 
efforts, there is an impetus given, that will 
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urge the people to do all they can to schools, 


and farther urge them to avail themselves of 


the means of education elsewhere. There is 
a very earnest desire on their part that Com- 
mission schools be continued, and great was the 
regret manifest at the closing of the school for 
the year. 

The majority regard the Commission with 
gratitude—they feel they have done so much 
for them—that they are interested for their real 
good, and in all diligence laboring for it. 

June, 1866. JENNIE FYFE. 

ennnnttitiliinci 
THE BEST GOVERNMENT. 

It is reported as a saying of Plato, that the best 
government must be one under which the mean- 
est citizen cannot suffer wrong without all the 
rest feeling it. If we reflect a moment, we shall 
see how far-reaching and how widely applica- 
ble this saying is. 

In the family or the school, if the adjust- 
ment of duties and obligations were so exact as 
to secure to each individual a scrupulous re- 
gard to his interests, there could be no ocea- 
sion for envy, jealousy or strife. No one can 
be blind to the fact that the disorders and 
crimes and revolutions among men result from 
pride, selfishness, avarice, &c.; and all these 
vile passions have the power to stir up other 
passions of equal malignity and violence, and 
thus to keep society in a constant ferment. 

But there is a community and a government 
which answers to the very letter of the Athenian 
philosopher’s proposition, though he was ignor- 
ant of it. Awong its peculiarities are these: 
‘If one member suffer all the members suffer 
with it, and if one member be honored all the 
members rejoice with it.” Let no man seek 
his own.” ‘All things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them.” 

The spirit of these familiar maxims of the 
Christian faith thoroughly diffused through any 
community and lived in the lives of all its 
members, would inevitably produce precisely 
that condition of society which Plato describes. 

onsienceticallpptigaceare 

Whatever leads to, or allows of, the setting 
up of our will against the will of God as the 
supreme law of our life and conduct,—what- 
ever goes to promote a beautiful and correct 
exterior, while the will and heart are left en- 
slaved to selfishness, no matter how righteous 
the forms of that selfishness may appear to our- 
selves or to men,—is of Satan. On the other 
hand, whatever leads to the complete surrender 
of our will, our life, and our all to God ; whatever 
inclines us, in the bitterness of trial and sorrow, 
to exclaim, ‘‘ Not my will but Thine be done ;” 
whatever makes us hungry for truth and right- 
eousness; whatever persuades us not to make 
account of our external conduct, right though it 
be, but to glory rather in the moral beauty and 
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excellency of our Saviour himself,—all this is 
of Christ, and not of Satan. Jesus aims to 
destroy our selfishness, and make us partakers 
of the Divine nature ; Satan seeks to hold us in 
our sins, wearing his nature, and merely to 
satisfy us with a righteousness, beautiful it may 
be without, but rotten at the core.— Parsons. 





exmnenenngeniijipgemmmamnes 
ONE STEP MORE, 


What though before me it is dark, 
Too dark for one to see? 

T ask but light for one step more; 
’Tis quite enough for me. 


Each little humble step I take, 
The gloom clears from the next; 

So, though ‘tis very dark beyond, 
I never am perplexed. 


And if sometimes the mist hangs close,— 
So close, I fear to stray,— 

Patient [ wait a little while, 
And soon it clears away. 


I would not see my further path, 
For mercy veils it so; 

My present steps might harder be 
Did I the future know. 


It may be that my path is rough, 
Thorny and hard and steep; 

And knowing this, my strength might fail, 
Through fear and terror deep. 


It may be that it winds along 
A smooth and flowery way; 
But, seeing this, I might despise 

Tne journey of to-day. 


Perhaps my path is ve y short, 
My journey nearly doae, 
And I might tremble at the thought 
Of ending it so soon. 
Or, if I saw a weary length 
Of road that I must wend, 
Fainting, I'd think, “ My feeble powers 
Will fail me ere the end.” 
And so I do not wish to see 
My journey, or its length; 
Assured that, through my Father's love, 
Each step will briog its strength. 
Thus step by step I onward go, 
Not looking far before ; 
Trusting that [ shall always have 
Light for just “one step more.” 
Christian Treasury. 
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Nothing is more misunderstood than the 
dature of repentance. Too many imagine it 
is merely to cry for mercy —so the thief repents 
when he is detected ; or at most, that it is only 
to be sorry for what is past—so the thief re- 
pents at the gallows. But true repentance is a 
thorough “ change of mind,” which always pro- 
duces a corresponding change of conduct. 


Tis not to cry out mercy! or to sit, 

And droop, or to confess that thou hast failed ; 
’Tis to bewail the sins thou didst commit, 

And not commit those sins thou hast bewailed. 
He that bewails and not forsakes them too, 

Confesses rather what be means to do. 
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MY PORTION. 


Long did I toil, and knew no earthly rest; 
Far did I rove, and found no certain home ; 
At last I sought them in his sheltering breast, 
Who opes his arms, and bids the weary come ; 
With him I found a home, a rest divine, 
And I[ since then am his, and he is mine. 


Yes! he is mine! and naught of earthly things, 
Not all the charms of pleasure, wealth or power, 
The fame of heroes, or the pomp of kings, 
Could tempt me to forego his love one hour, 
Go, worthless world, [ cry, with all that’s thine! 
Go! I my Saviour’s am, and he is mine. 


The good I have is from his stores supplied ; 
The ill is only what he deems the best ; 

He for my Friend, I’m rich with naught beside, 
And poor without him, though of all possest ; 

Changes may come; I take, or [ resiga; 

Coatent while I am his, while he is mine. 


Whate’er my change, in him no changs is seen ; 
A glorious sun, that wanes not nor decliaes ; 

Above the clouds and storms he walks serene, 
And sweetly on his people’s darkness shines ; 

All may depart; I fret nut, nor repine, 

While I my Saviour’s am, while he is mine. 


He stays me falling, lifts me up when down, 
Reclaims me wandering, guards from every foe ; 
Plants on my worthless brow the victor's crown 
Which, in return, before his feet I throw, 
Grieved that I cannot better grace his shrine, 
Who deigns to own me his, as he is mine. 


While here, alas! I know but half his love, 
But half discern him, and but half adore; 
But when I meet him in the realms above, 
I hope to love him better, praise him more, 
And feel, and tell, amid the choir divine, 
How fully I am his, and he is mine. 
—The Presbyterian. 
is hedlilmiadadeaee 
SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
(As received by the Atlantic Telegraph.) 

Foreian.—Loyvon, Aug. 6.—The King of Prussia 
has returned to Berlin. The municipal authorities 
presented him a congratulatory address, in reply to 
which the King expressed his thanks, and poiated 
out that Prussia had drawn her sword, not only for 
her independence, but for the reorganization of Ger- 
many. The first, said the King, has been assured ; 
the second may, by the help of God, also be obtained, 
Everythiag promises a happy future for Prussia, as 
an honorable and lasting peace is imminent. The 
King in person opened the Chambers. 

Prussia has positively declined the proposals of 
Russia for a conference uf the Powers which signed 
the treaty of Vienna. 

Lonxpon, Aug. 10.—The session of Parliament has 
closed. The Queen’s Speech on the occasion of the 
dissolution returns thanks to the Government of the 
United States for the action taken by it in the mat- 
ter of the late Fenian raid intoCanada. The speech 
also expresses the Queen’s gravification at the sac- 
cess of the Atlantic Cable. The rest of the address 
relates to home questions 

Napoleon has asked from Prussia an extension of 
the frontiers of France. 

Lonpon, Aug. 11.—An armistice has been agreed 
upon between Austria and Italy upon the basis of the 
cession of Venetia to Italy. 

The Empress of Mexico has arrived in Paris. She 
seeks aid from the French Government to the cause 
of Maximilian. 


No answer has yet been given by Prussia to the 
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French demand for an extension of the froutiers of continent not been upon such an out-of-the-way 


France to the Rhine. 

The Governor of Schleswig-Holstein has been or- 
dered to arrange for an election of members to the 
German Parliament. 

An armistice of four months has been signed be- 
tween Austria and Prussia. Tbe sovereigns of Ba- 
den, Darmstadt and Saxe-Meningen had solicited the 
King of Prussia for the armistice. Upper Franconia 
bas been seiz-d by the Prussians. 

The King of Prnssia has refused to receive the 
envoy of the King of Hanover. The armis‘ice be- 
tween Bavaria and Prussia was to begin August 2d, 
and would continue for three weeks. 

The Prussians had bombarded Wurzburg, and had 
been repulsed. Austria will pry Prussia an indem- 
nity of 70,000 000 florins. Navigation on the Rhine 
has been reopened. 


Liverroot, Aug. 9.—The officers of the British 
customs service have seized six blockade-runners 
at this port on behalf of the United States Govern- 
ment. 


LaTEsT BY THE CaBLe, 14th.—Another speck of war 
looms upon the European borizor. Bismarck, the 
Prime Minister of Prussia, has declared the demand 
of Napoleon, for an extension of the borders of 
France to the Rhine to be inadmissible. Prussia, 
he declares, will never cede the provinces to France. 

The London advices of last evening say that grave 
fears are apprebended of «a renewal of war beiween 
Prussia and Bavaria, within the territory of the lat- 
ter. The cause is not stated. 

Confusion reigns in Vienna. The Finance Minis- 
ter has resigned, and the excitement is very great. 
The Emperor was followed through the streets by a 
crowd whocalled upon him toabdicate. Arrests for 
treason had taken place, and about five hundred per- 
sons were to be tried on that cLarge. 

Prussia bas promised to support the claim of Italy 
to Venetia. The line of demarcation between Italy 
and Austria has been agreed upon, and Venetians 
who were exiled by the Austrian power may now re- 
turn to their native province. 


Domestic.—Gov. Wells, of Louisiana, in his ad- 
dress to the people of that State on the New Orleans 
massacre, says :—‘‘] think | have fully shown that it 
was the design of those opposed to the convention 
to break it up by force. The inference to be drawn 
from the letter of the Mayor is that such a course 
was resolved upon, and the massing of the police 
ard their willingness to rush into the fight I think 
fully establishes the fact that the cause of this ex- 
hibition cf violence and mob law must be traced 
further back. It is the embers of the fire of the 
rebellious feeling which plunged this country into 
a desolating civil war, and the flame is not yet ex- 
tinguished in the hearts of the former slaveholding aris- 
tocracy. Having failed in their first attempt to des- 
troy the Government, they seek to retain political 
power by the same spirit of political violence by 
which their chiefs had sustained their supremacy 
before the war. My deliberate conclusion is that if 
the military force be w.tbdrawn, the lives of Union 
men who proved themselves conspicuous in maintaining 
their allegiance, will not be safe. The ultimate security 
both of the Government and Union men of the South, 
depend, in my opinion, on the ratification of the constitu- 
tional amendment proposed by Congress, and the enfran- 
chisement of the loyal black man as he becomes educated 
and qualified for that important privilege.” 


The Philadelphia Press of the 10th says:—The 
Atlatic C»ble is in proper working order at last, 
and we have begun to realize its capacity for sup- 
plying very recent news. Had its terminus on this 
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place asa petty hamlet in Newfoundland, and had 
the line across the Gulf of St. Lawrance been ia 
working order when the Great Eastern arrived in 
Trinity Bay with the cable ready for being fixed on 
shore, the telegraphic despatches from the Old World 
would have reached the United States newspapers 
considerably earlier than they did at first. How- 
ever, a decided improvement is evident. Io yester- 
day’s Press we published the speech of the King of 
Prussia at the opening of the Legislative Chambers 
on August 6th; despatches bearing the same date 
from Pesth, Berlin, Vienna, and Florence; news 
tel: grams one day later (August 7th,) fiom Dresden, 
and St. Petersburg, and the closing market and 
money-prices from London and Liverpool. To have 
yesterday evening's European news in our hands 
this evening and to publish it at five o’clock to 
morrow morning is really one of the semi-miracles 
of science which has made the present century so 
distinguished. We have ceased to wonder at such 
We can 
only speculate, very dimly, on what will next be 
done, 

The Indian commissioners from the Upper Mis- 
suri report that their effurts to make a treaty with 
the trib: s in that region have been euccessful. Im- 
portant land-grants at the junction of the Yellow 
Stone and Missouri rivers, and the right of way 
for the Northern Pacific railroad, bave been ceded 
| by the Indians to the Government. 

Anson Burlingame and family arrived at Honolulu, 
6th mo. 20, from San Francisco, af era favorable pas- 
sage of fourteen days, in the bark Swallow. They 
would probably remain there about a week, after 
which they would sail for Yokohama, Japan, and 
thence would proceed to Shanghae in a steamer. 


FreepMeN’s Arrairs IN Souta Caro.tina.—Major 
|General Howard h«s received a report of the con- 
dition of the freedmen onthe Sea islands, off the coast 
of South Czrolina, from Major J. E. Cornelius, act- 
ing assistant commissioner of the bureau in South 
Carolina. Their condition is daily improving; they 
are generally industriously at work, and a better 
feeling exists between them and the whites than 
formerly. 

The Freedmen are in a comfortable circumstances, 
and should no accident happen to the crop, many 
of them will realize from four hundred to eight 
hundred dollars form cotton sales, besides securing a 
sufficient amount of provisions to support them for 
two years. There are but few dependents, and they 
have been provided for by those of the freedmen 
who had means, without any expense to the Govern- 
ment. 


A Fixe Specimen or Warat.—J. N. Edmunds, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, has re- 
ceived from J. Peirce, Esq., surveyor general of Colo- 
rado Territory, a sample of wheat grown in that 
section. The plant, containing one hundred and 
sixty perfect heads, was produced from one single 
graio, and was forwarded to Commissioner Edmunds 
as a sample of the luxuriant growth of grain in the 
rich lands in that Terri ory. The writer states that 
all grains produce abundantly in Colorado, which 
contains some of the most fertile Jands in the 
country. 


The National Academy of Sciences met in its 
second scientific session at Northampton, Mass., on 
Wednesday. Papers on the traces of glaciers under 
the tropics (Agassiz); the secular acceleration of 
the moon’s mean motion (Stockwell); the origin of 
solar heat (Pierce), and the morphological ralue and 
relations of the human hand (Wilder), were read and 
discussed, 
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